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Abstract - This paper considers the important role of Islamic
libraries in compilation, preservation, and dissemination of
Hadith literature. It traces the development from the early
Islamic periods to the creation of specialized Hadith repositories
and examines how libraries were important centers of scholarly
endeavor. Islamic libraries not only stored extensive collections
of prophetic traditions but also enabled the scholarly
verification, classification, and dissemination of Hadith.
Methods of authenticating Hadith, cataloging procedures, and
the combination of traditional practices with contemporary
bibliographic tools are covered. The research also points out
major case studies of powerful Islamic libraries, including Dar
Al-Hadith Al-Hassaniyyah, to show how these libraries evolved
into pivotal centers of Islamic knowledge. This study highlights
the role of library institutions in the development of Hadith
scholarship and suggests a mixed methodology between
traditional approaches and modern research techniques in
ensuring authenticity and accessibility in Hadith scholarship.
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l. INTRODUCTION

One of the most profound developments in Islamic culture
has been the compilation of Hadith, the sayings, deeds,
approvals, and disapprovals of the Prophet of Islam with
regard to legal and moral behavior (Abdul Latheef &
Thiruvengadamani, 2020). Since it is an unequivocal source
of Islamic teachings apart from the Quran, Hadith literature
has become widespread and greatly respected. The

compilation of Hadith has been grouped as well into exact
alphabetical lists of source-books; there are numerous
chapters on mixed subjects and special compilations being
pursued with particular didactic objectives. Teachings and
sayings that ought to be genuinely from the Prophet are
collected by powerful scholars and compiled in Hadith
literature. In this regard, Islamic libraries take up a crucial
role both for the compilation of Hadith and the dissemination
of them to the scholars and public. It is the aim of this essay
to classify the important functions libraries have had in the
field of Hadith literature (Karimov & Doniyorov, 2019). This
topic will be discussed historically with emphasis on the early
Islamic period. The issues of the following chapters are as
filtered; the birth of Islamic libraries, the professional
characteristics of Islamic Libraries, categorized libraries, the
duties in the libraries, the problems around the libraries,
recording and writing culture, catalogues, and separate
sections of the libraries and their aspects. Knowing the
composite culture of libraries, the skilled usage of libraries
further depends on the need for a general description of their
various aspects. Islamic libraries were set up in the emerging
years of Islam but no discrete rule was made to weather they
would act as public or private ones (Almassi et al., 2017). The
earlier collections essentially comprised the Quran, legal
documents, relevant records, some genealogical or past
historically vital texts, and copies of earlier Hadith
compilations. A few of them were also local libraries which
preserved ethnic commonalities and traditions of certain
regions (Zhang & Song, 2024). However, those libraries did
not contribute much to the benefit of scholarship at large.
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Therefore, these early on Hadith collections omitted
widespread Hadith as well; only much known and
distinguished ones were taken into consideration. On the
contrary, the Quran required precise readings and official
gatherings for surviving interpretations; it gradually
concerned Hadith to disseminate on a large scale and to be
written down. Ultimately, Hadith libraries became
widespread too.

Il. LITERATURE REVIEW

Literature on Islamic libraries and their changing role in
scholarship highlights the historical and modern-day
importance of Islamic libraries in preserving and sharing
knowledge, especially Hadith literature (Samyadevi et al.,
2024). Ashraf Wani & Magbool, (2012) emphasize the role
of early Islamic libraries as originating institutions that
fostered intellectual thought and preserved the prophetic
traditions. These libraries, usually affiliated with mosques,
madrasahs, and institutions of learning, were instrumental in
the evolution of Islamic scholarship. Saini, (2018) explores
the function of institutional repositories in digital
preservation, arguing that libraries must adapt to modern
technologies to remain relevant in knowledge management, a
principle applicable to Islamic archives today (Sundara Bala
Murugan et al., 2024).

Hadith compilation demands both traditional erudition and
modern technology. Suryadilaga, (2014) emphasizes the
equilibrium  between classical techniques—such as
biographical assessments of narrators and authentication
through cross-references of texts—and increasing usage of
computerized tools and databases in Hadith scholarship.
These processes are additionally enriched with access to
specialist Islamic libraries, which hold rare manuscripts and
offer necessary sources for scholars.

Complementary regional research illustrates how libraries are
part of wider educational and cultural advancements. For
example, Karimov et al., (2024) and Khaydarova et al.,
(2024) analyze the effect of mobile technologies and libraries
on tourism and education in Uzbekistan, whereas Nazarova
et al., (2024) Shridhar & Udayakumar, (2024). highlight
online libraries' role in cultural conservation. The works of
Bobojonova et al., (2024) and Bakirov et al., (2024) also
touch upon history and language conservation by way of
library systems.

Collectively, these studies establish that Islamic and regional
libraries exist as custodians of old texts and interactive
facilitators of new scholarship (Jabborova et al., 2024). As
the diffusion of Hadith continues to innovate, the activities of
libraries—in both physical forms and virtual outlets—remain
fundamental to Islamic intellectual heritage and academic
discourse worldwide.
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I11.HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF ISLAMIC LIBRARIES

Islamic libraries have played a significant role in the
preservation and collection of Islamic literature since the
early period of Islam. Consequently, Muslim intellectual
efforts have been affected by the vast compilation and
dissemination of knowledge accumulated in libraries. The
trend has been set from the early Islamic era in which the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) allowed the organization of
libraries for religious sciences (Ashraf Wani & Magbool,
2012). Libraries were developed by an individual or
institution and comprised written Hadith of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). Since the early Islamic period, the
mosque canter has stood out as the most important to the
library (Kurbanazarova et al., 2024). In such libraries, Islamic
scholarly efforts, mainly in the field of the collection of
Hadith and the compilation of Hadith books, began and had
a direct distinction on the creation of collections of Hadith.
Libraries have also been established in places of learning
such as madrasahs, and universities, supporting the growth of
the collection of Islamic literature. Likenesses between the
practices of these schools and libraries were significant; the
substitution of faculty members with learned personnel in
charge of the maintenance of libraries; the classification and
cataloging of works; the organization of libraries as open
stacks for easy accessibility to readers; similar institutional
building for libraries and schools; compulsory donation of
books and pious endowments. Islamic libraries were
distinguished by their unique type of architectural style,
inscriptions on shelves, wooden bookcases, and ceramic
book covers. These practices and the organization of Islamic
libraries displayed continuance in the change of several
Islamic cultures and societies, stretching from the mid-8th to
the late 19th centuries. Islamic libraries have borne a
significant role in the recreation of Islamic literary heritage,
incorporating Hadith during various periods of Islamic
civilization. However, the substantial impact of Islamic
libraries upon the compilation and distribution of Hadith
literature has not been systematically analyzed. With the
grounds described in this discussion, this task is essential for
both a better understanding of the development of Islamic
libraries and context for the investigation of the compilation
and dissemination of Hadith.

IV.THE ROLE OF ISLAMIC LIBRARIES IN PRESERVING
HADITH LITERATURE

Libraries play a crucial role in collecting, preserving, and
transferring the written records of a culture. Libraries
function as repositories of the vast number of manuscripts
and texts that record the sayings and actions of Prophet
Muhammad and his Companions, an indispensable element
of Hadith studies (Ashraf Wani & Magbool, 2012). They
collect, preserve, and make accessible these collections to
researchers, allowing them to compile, translate, and analyze
them.

The need for classifying and preserving Hadith would, in the
2nd century of the Hijra, create a renewed impetus to build
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public libraries (reading rooms and scriptoria). While private
libraries had already been established earlier, what was new
here was the establishment of the first khizanat al-hadith,
state-sanctioned institutions that would and for several
centuries serve as the major repository of books and a crucial
source of access for scholars.

The key functions of such institutional libraries encompass
the collection of manuscripts, the writing of complete
collections of sources, the cataloguing of existing textual
compendia, and the organization of these vast collections for
ease of use and access. These institutions were also on the
forefront of preserving texts through the most rigorous
standards of the time, by, for example, dictating the use of rag

paper, investing in the conservation of already existing
irreparably damaged/splintered texts, and instituting a system
of official scribes that copied and authenticated texts (Saini,
2018). At the same time, they were known to harshly penalize
the copying of books whose author's name was known, and
would check continuously to ensure that each copy was a
perfect reproduction of the original. Such measures were
intended to combat the reliability issues characteristic of both
the handwritten medium and its workforce, since manuscripts
were prone to "mutations” and "mutations of mutations".
Finally, such libraries worked hard to improve access
through, for example, the listing and cross-referencing of
contents or by providing for a succinct treatment of each
theme (Table I)

TABLE | THE ROLE OF ISLAMIC LIBRARIES IN PRESERVING HADITH LITERATURE

(PBUH) and Companions.

teachings.

Role Function Historical Context Key Practices
Preservation of Collect and preserve sayings and Early Islamic period; Hadith as a Repository of manuscripts
Hadith actions of Prophet Muhammad foundational source of Islamic and rare Islamic texts.

Access for Scholars

Provide researchers with access to
compiled, translated, and analyzable
Hadith texts.

Libraries emerged as critical centers

for Islamic scholarship and research.

Public reading rooms and
scriptoria for knowledge
dissemination.

Development of
Public Libraries

Establish khizanat al-hadith and
institutional libraries for organized
scholarly access.

Renewed interest in library
construction during 2nd century
Hijra.

State-supported access and
institutional development.

Manuscript
Management

Catalog, organize, and maintain
collections for easy scholarly use.

Libraries served as centralized
knowledge hubs in madrasahs and
mosgues.

Professional cataloguing,
cross-referencing, and text
classification.

Text Authentication
and Conservation

Ensure accuracy of texts through
scribes, rag paper, and conservation

High standards in copying and
preserving texts were
institutionalized in Islamic libraries.

Strict reproduction control
and anti-plagiarism
enforcement.

of damaged manuscripts.

V. TECHNIQUES AND TOOLS USED IN HADITH
COMPILATION AND DISSEMINATION

Compilation and Dissemination of Hadith literature require
techniques and precise tools. It is not just about writing and
narrating as traditionally believed by many. It is beyond
memory as Hadith has been the most important and complex
domain in the scholarship of Islam in lookup transcriptions
of its teachings by the Prophet Muhammad. The Prophet’s
teachings are orally received and then in turn orally
transmitted to the authority of that law (Umarova et al.,
2024). It was not until his death that these sayings got
compiled, written, and narrated (Mirsodiq et al., 2019). Then
the gossip on him developed scientism concerning their
capacity to turn sound or not. Scholars therefore have applied
different disciplines such as linguistics, tradition, history, and
biographies to verify the accuracy of authenticity and Hadith
study by reason this scholarly work on. It benefits from taking
public in public libraries where bibliographies of the said
subject are available along with Hadith commentaries,
encyclopedias of Hadith, reflective Hadith work, and another
sort (Suryadilaga, 2014).

With this access, two significant skills are required. First,
skills to filter the said subject and verify encourage the
reality-authenticity of the information by reflecting it to
Hadith texts, Hadith terminology, the grade of the Hadith as
well as the life of the Hadith narrators. This method can

185

validate almost all information in the said source, although
this may require time and extensive reading. Second, since
most of the Hadith library collections are in Arabic, a scholar
is required to master the language as well as bibliography
tools, such as Islamic databases, multi-volume Arabic
encyclopedias, and biographical Hadith dictionaries. These
tools are certainly helpful to lessen the time of Hadith
research in the library. However, it may not be able to give
special attention to the said of the Hadith in that relevant
source as it only searches the Makki, Madani, Mursal, or the
similar variations without referring to specific Hadith
numbers. A scholar should also rely on traditional and basic
tools, such as Hadith terminologies of the classical scholars,
Sihah Sittah, and selected Hadith verifications. Notice that
general encyclopedias of Hadith do not cover all aspects of
Hadith and therefore sometimes a scholar can get wrong in
the verifying effort if he only refers on such sources.
Furthermore, some of these modern tools are not always
accurate. Occasionally, it is found mistakes in the
bibliographic codes of Hadith in the well-known database-
like Esndad of Al Majistri-and therefore a scholar has to
check the Hadith text directly to the source. Thus, a scholar
has to strike the balance between the traditional methods as
well as the modern techniques of Hadith research in a library.
The advantages and weaknesses of these bibliographic tools
affect the reliability of the sources and results of the
checksum of the information. Such methodological problem-
length articles presents a problem that will require close
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cooperation between scholars in the field of Hadith studies
and those concerned with library archives and Islamic
literature in general. It may also require a more critical
approach to the current state-of-the art in Hadith research and
to the soundness of reliance on modern information
technology. Methods applied in Hadith library research will
be described, Information leakage and apparent
anachronisms will be considered in making use of recent
electronic publishing.

V1.CASE STUDIES OF PROMINENT ISLAMIC LIBRARIES

The first verse of the Holy Quran revealed to Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) was “read.” Since then, knowledge has
been accorded great importance in Muslim lands. The hadith
accent the significance of knowledge through sayings such as
“Acquisition of knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim”
(Ashraf Wani & Magbool, 2012). This has enlivened the
spirit of collecting Hadith literature and, along with the
Quran, it occupies a place of prime importance for imparting
knowledge. In this pursuit, Muslims went on to establish
great libraries, which remain reservoirs of knowledge to this
day. There are countless libraries around the world which
preserve the tradition of Hadith. The following are
noteworthy case studies of some of them. Dar Al-Hadith Al-
Hassaniyyah is known as the Mauritanian Institute in the
West. Muhammed al-Hasan al-Dedew, the convenor of this
library, has collected books on various Islamic disciplines for
over thirty years. The library houses a collection of over
3,000 manuscripts and many out-of-print editions. It is based
in the old city of Chinguetti, considered to be the seventh
holiest city of Islam and one of the oldest Muslim cities of
the Maghreb. The city was designated a World Heritage Site
in 1996. The library periodically makes available
photocopies of rare manuscripts for students and scholars.
The library, sometimes called Dar Al-Hashimiyyah, is also
home to numerous scholars. Although they are only able to
offer satisfactory advice in the Mauritanian dialect of Arabic,
they are visited daily by students from all around West
Africa. Some eminent scholars, such as Shaykh Muhammad
Mahfuz, have lent weight to this library.

VII. CONCLUSION

Islamic libraries have had a deep and lasting impact on the
collection, preservation, and transmission of Hadith
literature. Since the early centuries of Islam to the current era,
these libraries have served not only as depositories of sacred
knowledge but as dynamic centers of scholarship,
verification, and cultural continuity. With carefully
structured manuscript collections, cataloging systems, and
the creation of specialized Hadith institutions such as the
khizanat al-hadith, Islamic libraries ensured that the actions
and sayings of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) were handed
down in detail and with respect over generations.

The research demonstrates that the power of Islamic libraries

resides in their twofold ability to maintain traditional
scholarly  tradition  alongside  embracing  modern
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bibliographic techniques and digital technologies. The
integration of classical and contemporary methods has made
it possible to have increased accessibility, dependability, and
scholarly activity in Hadith research. Additionally, case
studies like Dar Al-Hadith Al-Hassaniyyah illustrate how
Islamic libraries remain centers of intellectual and religious
sanctity, promoting local as well as global scholarly
communities.

As Hadith scholarship advances in the age of technology, the
library continues to play a pivotal role—not just as buildings
of preservation but as institutions of knowledge, discussion,
and intellectual growth. The sustained growth, digitization,
and maintenance of Islamic libraries are crucial to protecting
the integrity of Hadith literature and achieving the greater
aims of Islamic knowledge and civilization.
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