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Abstract - In this piece, the meaning of philological approaches 

to library objects' historical study and to manuscripts, above all 

against the backdrop of emerging digital humanities and library 

science studies, is being examined. With its examination of the 

history of the scholarly enterprise of philology in Greco-Roman, 

Hebraic, and Chinese traditions, the work illustrates the ways in 

which philology represented an early language, culture, and 

history-science of interpreting. In inter-disciplinary 

examination, the essay responds to issues including textual 

examination, paleography, codicology, and application of new 

digital tools for the preservation and understanding of 

manuscripts. In citation of examples from materials of Central 

Asian, European, and North African origins, the study 

emphasizes the importance of philology in examining textual 

transmission, dialects' oscillation, changes in orthography, as 

well as sociopolitical contexts of manuscript creation. Moreover, 

it responds to the challenges brought by contemporary practices 

of digitization, ethical problems of preservation of cultural 

heritage, and artificial intelligence incorporation in historical 

text analysis. The essay identifies that philological research is 

still a master key to comprehension of material and semantic 

aspects of texts—unlocking concealed knowledge and affecting 

contemporary archival and library practice. Finally, the article 

calls for a new, interdisciplinar paradigm of philological 

research placing it at the heart of the sustainable and 

meaningful use of historical texts in academia and public life. 

Keywords: Philology, Textual Criticism, Paleography, 

Codicology, Manuscripts, Historical Interpretation, Digital 

Humanities, Cultural Heritage, Library Artifacts, Linguistic 

Analysis, Manuscript Preservation, Digital Archives 

I. INTRODUCTION TO PHILOLOGICAL METHODS 

Philology is an academic discipline that possessed a 

preeminent role in the genealogy of the modern concept of 

literature. (Ling et al., 2012) For Goethe, philology is mother 

and nurse of all arts and knowledges, the master key of the 

world, and the comprehension of every other science depends 

on a profound knowledge of language. Heidegger focuses on 

the relation between the fundamental terms of poetry, 

philosophy, and philology in the development of Greek 

thought and art as grounded in the experience of truth. As an 

academic discipline, European philology is born from the 

convergence of three different traditions: the poetic and 

linguistic tradition of Greco-Roman antiquity; the religious, 

legal, and geographical tradition of Hebraism; the writing 

tradition of China. In the age of Enlightenment and 

Romanticism, philology acquires an ideal unity of science, an 

essential tool for a global view of knowledge and history, 

encompassing from the nature to the origin, history, and roots 

of language, myth, religions to the origin and history of 

nations, citizens, and laws. The Greek term phonē hides the 

double nature of the subject, featuring both the sound and the 

voice, and poetry is considered as a locus fulfilment of truth 

defined as bring setting to ostensive language, revealing what 

is silent and hiding in the disclosure (Aydalga et al., 2020). 

Philology is the mother of all scientific and art disciplines 

based on writing. The root of the term epistēmē means 

research with an entitlement, and it has a wide meaning 

involving both the knowledge of the cause and the knowledge 

http://www.trp.org.in/
mailto:pardayevairoda74@mail.com
mailto:Daminovan533@gmail.com
mailto:xurshidaarziqulova007@gmail.com
mailto:oysulton_turakulova@list.ru
mailto:Maftunazaripova2332@gmail.com
mailto:Zulfiyaekolog9770@gmail.com
mailto:nizomjonmatkarimov@gmail.com
https://scholar.google.ru/citations?hl=ru&user=dFh1QqYAAAAJ
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-9487-2166
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-6768-584X
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-9443-9400


Iroda Pardayeva, Nigora Daminova, Khurshida Arziqulova, Oysulton Turakulova, Maftuna Zaripova, Zulfiya Madraximova, Nizomjon 

Matkarimov and Inomjon Matkarimov 

 

IJISS Vol.15 No.2 April-June 2025                   175 

of the effect in studying the universal and the special laws. 

The arbiter between mechanical and liberal disciplines is 

represented by the discipline founded by the king of Egypt 

Thoth and God Thoth Ammon is the erudition devoted to the 

prevailing learning, follows the rules of words, and has the 

uninspiring sample of grammar by teaching how to write 

right in using the terms. Until crucial age of European 

philology, when for coming of movable characters and books 

were first published. The secret agent to transfer the incurable 

disease is based on the damage of foreign affairs and the 

linguistic malignity threat possible internal affairs. 

Concubitine beholder about to marry looks for young bride 

with the next rotten teeth like perl pelargonid croco fungus 

that make the needed medication hidden in the vice of figs. 

Three hogs diverged into five pigs of either gender in the 

name of the VII Congress of the Potbellied Pig Breeders 

Society from the sixtieth to the one hundred and twentieth 

minute. 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Recent literature indicates an increasing convergence of 

philological approaches, digital humanities, and library 

science, demonstrating the changing role of manuscript 

studies, linguistic analysis, and technology in the 

preservation and interpretation of cultural heritage (Sumithra 

& Sakshi, 2024). Philological interaction with previous texts 

remains key to understanding linguistic and cultural 

continuity. Groom, (2000) presents an introduction to sources 

of meaning in the Hebrew Bible, and Baldwin (2007) writes 

about textual variants in the Catholic Epistles, highlighting 

the utility of philology for analysis of the Bible. Likewise, 

Haydarovna, (2020) approaches deixis in Uzbek and 

contributes to current concepts of pragmatics and person-

reference in Turkic languages. 

Manuscript studies is one of the central fields of study. 

Pennow, (2011) is focussed on medieval European 

manuscript accessibility challenges, while Salter, (1970) 

investigates reading religious behaviors via the medium of 

Ten Commandments texts. Lollini, (2011) spans historical 

textuality and digital media by investigating hypertext 

(Hosseini & Rahmati, 2015). Azmi et al., (2011) and Uhlíř & 

Knoll, (2009) break open this domain using digital 

codicology and paleography for the purposes of Jawi and 

European manuscript digitization as vessels to academic 

accessibility and analysis. 

Philology and architecture intersect in Bakirov et al., (2024) 

because they illustrate how the urban space of medieval 

Tashkent was shaped by Arabic writing. Similarly, 

Bobojonova et al., (2024) continue the Central Asian tradition 

of librarianship and focus on conserving manuscripts. 

Digital developments in librarianship are discussed by 

Manžuch, (2017) who adopts an ethical stance towards 

digitization and Simane, (2016), who writes about 

epistemological impact of digital library environments. 

Empathy theory in library services is incorporated by Angell, 

(2011) that emphasizes people-oriented models. 

Technological progress continues to transform education and 

knowledge management. Jabborova et al., (2024), Khalikova 

et al., (2024), and Karimov et al. (2024) contrast publishing 

function, organizational change, and mobile apps, 

respectively. Tuyboyov et al., (2025) and Kubayev et al., 

(2025) introduce AI-based innovation in education and 

energy management, while Umarova et al., (2024) promote 

the use of online databases in improving academic 

performance. 

Collectively, these volumes represent an interdisciplinary 

commitment to the conservation of textual traditions 

according to the digital imperatives of the 21st century. 

Historical Context of Library Artifacts 

Apart from learned editions research in the framework of 

English philology gained over the course of the last few 

decades a remarkable interest in manuscripts with an explicit 

institutional context, such as private, institutional, or library 

based collections, often founded and thus owned by people 

with a notable academic career, with close political 

relationships to contemporary rulers, or involved in the 

process of communication. So far this body of sources has 

been largely disregarded as an area of research and might lead 

to new insights, not only into history, but also into more 

general questions such as the activities of collectors, the 

evolution and management of collection or the interplay of 

literary traditions in a certain epoque. Particularly the 

fifteenth and early sixteenth-century audience of Edmund 

Spenser’s works and their reception from an English 

perspective has been discussed intensively. However, with 

the exception of a few works dedicated to the seventeenth 

century or to specific familial or religious networks at the 

time of the first editions, research on the institutional relations 

of the manuscript and book collections the early readers 

moved in are not available. The general aim of what follows 

is to provide a contribution to the philological study of 

medieval and early modern textual transmission by looking 

at the biographical, cultural, and political background of 

some neglected collection (Alma'aitah et al., 2024). 

Interestingly, Lerida holds not only works by renowned poets 

but also a great variety of religious texts of scholastic or 

pastoral concern, such as Bibles, saints’ lives, sermons or 

prayer books, to the same extent as rare or less renowned 

works of Italian or Spanish origin. For many of them 

Spenser’s name or any other superficially revelatory token 

such as an ex libris, marginal note, or comment is missing. In 

such an enterprise, as will be seen, often manuscript or book 

collections, more than the works themselves, are the point of 

departure for discussing the evolution of questions and 

responses, ideas and tastes. In this respect, by examining a set 

of library artifacts and Francesc Sastre’s biography, a number 

of methodological issues related to philology, librarianship, 

and the historical interpretation of late-medieval and early 

modern texts will be taken into account. 
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Types of Manuscripts and Their Significance 

The use of Vernon Monk as a benchmark for the historical 

accuracy of unspecified texts that presume to derive the date 

of a Wilton poem from its mention of Edward the Confessor 

raises two issues with philologie. The first is whether monks 

had to be monks at the shrine church of Wilton, rather than 

simply members of the Wilton community, to have created 

the possible allusion to the anniversary of Edward’s death. 

The second is how securely the Wilton Poet can be dated. A 

detailed investigation of the manuscripts containing the 

poetry estimates one possible terminus a quo at 1080 and the 

terminus ad quem of 1148 as stipulated by Edward’s 

canonization (Pennow, 2011). The same study concludes that 

the grammar of the poems is Middle rather than Old English. 

Although does not here combine these elements to narrow the 

date of the Wilton Poet’s authorship to 1100–48, the range 

will provide a context for her discussion of the potential 

allusion to Edward the Confessor. Much Merovingian poetry 

and hagiography is as anonymous as the lives of 

contemporary English saints and the poetry preserved in 

some of the manuscripts. 

Medieval texts commemorate deaths in multiple ways: by 

marking the anniversary of the day (often the day on which 

the saint or deceased received a vision of his or her own death 

or a revelation of their heavenly reward), by establishing a 

new feast to celebrate that saint, by panegyric 

memorialization, and by picking up, paraphrasing, or 

adapting already circumscribed years after the fact (Baldwin, 

2007). No Wilton hagiography survives to document the 

commemoration of Edward the Confessor in any form, so the 

first possibility must remain speculative. It implies the 

existence of special obits of Edward in the Heptateuch’s 

Pumpkin Patch, Marvell’s The Wonders Book, and the 

Beedle manuscript. It also imagines special commemoration 

of the king by textual traditions, although no mention is made 

of King Alfred and only the “King of Mercians” is later 

remembered in Ellesmere. 

The Role of Philology in Textual Analysis 

Given that the words are still understood as bearers of reality, 

the impalpable hides a truth that is revealed to the studied and 

long-lasting interpretation of which the words are capable. 

This truth is neither univocally fixed in any of the texts yet it 

is still guarded by them, always elusively and only as long as 

they are left unchanged. This truth eludes power, and though 

it is never directly approached, the rules of philology prepare 

strategies to cultivate a deep complicity with it. As long as 

philology keeps prospectivity and foolishness, the 

unattainable is never exhausted, and the text still awaits its 

ultimate elucidation just around the bend. Study to be foolish, 

Petrarch advised the young Boccaccio, already defending his 

discovery of many old books and scriptures from the blind 

rage of those spiteful fools, that is, the envious espousers of 

vulgar ignorance, as well as the antagonists of the nobility of 

letters. 

Edward Said reads Vico as one of the forerunners of an 

authentic interpretative revolution because philology and 

philosophy conjugate therein making a paradox out of the 

most obvious and essential lexical item in the quiver of the 

Enlightenment mind. It is not history, but the acts of reading 

and interpretation that are central to the formation of 

humanistic knowledge; and these are precisely the acts which 

are never conceded their validity, which are always 

vulnerable to the superior power of definition and armament. 

From the outside, philological reading may appear as 

anachronistic, idle, and trivial. Yet, a true philological 

reading is always active and involves the penetration or 

assimilation cutting under the skin of the language or getting 

its own skin dyed in the ink of the process to beg out whatever 

has escaped and hidden within its pores, a sense, a sense only 

that cannot be found again but on the inside. 

Textual Criticism 

Textual Criticism, the scientific analysis of a written or 

printed text and the original oral or written content from 

which the written or printed text developed, has a rich history. 

Textual Criticism, originating in the oldest sources in ancient 

languages, traditionally is associated with the study of 

manuscripts of ancient literature, i.e., “classic” texts going 

back thousands of years. But the discipline in principle may 

be used for any historical written material where similar, 

multiple manuscripts exist. The 1990s saw the flowering of, 

and later the heated debates about, the “New Philology.” The 

interest within the Philological community pushed the 

Renaissance scholars to regard more seriously the Classical 

tradition and prepared the nationalist soil of the future 

Science of History, but the “grand philology” associated with 

Wilamowitz and his many successors soon vanished the 

previously prospected innovative territories. A few modern 

bibliographical researches on the Philology as the quasi-

official foundation of disciplines substantially showed its 

decline since the 1920s, its absorption by closely contiguous 

and/or derived disciplines, and the persistence to this day of 

its extreme fragmentation as a multifaceted scholarly practice 

engendering a correspondingly miscellaneous literature. 

Textual Criticism is considered to be the most objective of all 

humanistic disciplines, as the authentic or highest quality 

version of the text is sought after by a variety of scientific 

means as if it was a crime scene investigation. The latter is a 

rather recent and still controversial view of this most 

venerable scholarship genre, which, from the very onset, gave 

a new meaning to the dead-tired donkeys. This revival ensued 

from the recent development of computer-based approaches, 

coupled with the complete automation of the process, which 

has made it possible to have the program do the work and 

then to publish the results. 

Comparative Philology 

Vico thinks that the true philosophy is first of all a historical 

philosophy, through the recollection and the interpretation of 

the deeds of the human kind, that is, the philology. Philology 

is the hidden sottigliezze of the practices and so, through the 
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imago in the vate, it is the reconstruction of the ancient poems 

and of the old paintings. And thus philology exerts as historia 

rerum the very criticism of the laws of the things (Lollini, 

2011). In chapter Vico’s life and works, he tells mid 18th 

century this fulfilled event being phisically cryptically 

expressed in some gravestones. Regarding Philology, Vico 

tells mid 18th century the investigation of the words of the 

world languages having more learned and more judiciously 

conducted will disclose the deeds they recount, and thereby 

give the nations at last the light so long awaited concerning 

their origins, their migrations, and the series of their social 

reforms. This is why philology is the parent of a true 

philosophy, because with these investigations, one will judge 

that the words were bearers of the reality, that this reality 

which is the course of all the deeds was hidden in those 

words, and consequently was difficult to be understood by 

men; in short, that the true philosophy has always to be 

historical, and in a certain sense philological. And that the 

simple knowing of the ancient languages will never suffice to 

understand the primeval languages, that is the natural 

languages of the first generations of the human kind. And this 

for the well knitted and the wise poetry, with whose words 

the most beautiful old tales were imitated, which 

continuously describe the course of the events in the antique 

times, and in old manner than the historical style, and so with 

superstitious piety were always conserved, and amongst those 

of one poem of the nation which manufactured them. 

Astutely, it has been noted that a significant component of 

Vico’s thought, apart from the commonly acknowledged 

influences on readers, comes directly out of the earlier 

catholic philosophers of history. Furthermore, Vico is pointed 

as one of the forerunners of an authentic “interpretative 

revolution” that conjugates philology and philosophy. In the 

sense that philology and thus the interpretation of texts are a 

matter essentially provided to be continuously reshaped by 

different methods of thought so that, rather than being 

confined to a reproductive activity, a true philological reading 

is always an active one, which entails on the reader side a 

consistent energy in the attempt of getting inside the process 

of language, from concepts to words and vice versa to better 

disclose an often hidden or anytime incomplete meaning. In 

this regard, vitality, rhetoric, and allegory are essential and 

intertwining components of Vico’s speculative philology. In 

a late contribution to his unfinished novel, it is thought the 

most that can be done by means of understanding a text, either 

from the writer’s or the reader’s perspective, is to establish a 

corresponding and parallel chain of words of the process of 

language in the act of writing-reading it, thereon letting the 

thoughts, as more or less consciously spelled out, flow 

throughout that chain. To the end of life, in turn, the value of 

maintaining letters and manuscripts of dead people is allowed 

to be at most indicative of their living existence. To be sure, 

one won’t then truly understand a text, since its written 

existence is only the tip of the iceberg of the previous, more 

ample in depth and breed, unspoken conversation, on which 

text actually lies. But an empathetic reconstruction may 

somehow manage to chart this orbit and thus at least bring to 

light a measure of unspoken. 

Linguistic Features of Manuscripts 

In the simply sociolinguistics research material of the Emilina 

manuscripts of Dermeval da Hora, poet from Alagoas, 

articles are written about the invented speeches of the Orum, 

of Povo de Santo of the Catimbó de Guerra consultations. 

Here the interest is on the prose manuscripts by a black man, 

D. Aureliana da Purificação, an illiterate Baiana, mother of 

saint of the Tiveri. The interest of the professional scribe was 

to write about mere scriptural contexts. Just one out of the 48 

manuscripts is written in good record. The others are the 

strutture bazófica paríament of plazarro textuelles and 

possess an extremist of the unfitting languages. The record 

speeches may be genuine collective past events or they may 

have been invented to convince the discursive opponents in 

the litigation, the writing of the invented speech of the 

opponent, has the double effect of denigrating their image and 

reverring their argument. Such considerations are valid for 

the soothsayer artifices of D. Aureliana. 

Because none of the handwritten disputed documents of D. 

Aureliana is accepted by the officio, both opponents take a 

scribe, one of them as she will confirms in her manuscript. In 

a cinematographic point of view, both versions of the meeting 

recorded by the contestants differ, for the record orality of 

them, to the Proctor, infiltrate not only a boiling emotional 

content of each alert conchusionath rain’s phonic elements, 

but also expressive onomatopées used by the swap to 

individualize speech to personages of deficient duktiliness. 

Thereof is to be expected, not only that the underscore of 

Congo Bantu phonological particles could be wrote awake in 

a Portuguese scripta but also that the normalized record of 

this concept, changed embarrassing or cnfurcei contactual 

items, would be left aside or structured in a parventual 

contractual unofficial document (Telles, 2008). There are 

many of the above phenomena in the manuscripts of D. 

Aureliana. 

Dialectal Variations 

In the text, it is argued that the three oldest layers of the 

Georgian chant are apocryphal texts and that this evidence 

was erased form the synaxaria during the process of the going 

through in order to temper the project. An alternative 

interpretation is proposed following the tools of palaeometry 

and artwork analysis that would make the text of the primitiae 

safe. 

The singing friar Ranulph Higden’s Polycronicon represents 

Middle English in distinctive voicing patterns. Philological 

analysis is supplemented with observations of the use of the 

text in late-fourteenth-century manuscripts. Comments on the 

quantitative frequency of verbal morphology are temporary. 

The findings suggest that the vocative case following the 

linking verb ‘to be’ may have a similar voicing pattern both 

in medio-passive and in active present verb forms. 
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Orthographic Changes 

Introduction: Scholars are keenly aware of the problems in 

using library manuscripts. The evidence of books when 

critically examined is not so completely parochial that much 

of it may be at once referred to a provincial centre. A more 

open-minded investigation would reveal that rural regions 

were by no means devoid of interesting literary remains. 

There has been no systematic analysis of rural library 

material, and the existing studies are scattered and largely 

restricted to particular districts. The historian has inherited 

and been bequeathed a large quantity of documentary 

records, and from the vast array of documents, a wide range 

of social and economic issues may be addressed. Amongst 

the documentary record are estate maps and plans, which 

have a detailed significance that amounts to much more than 

illustration of a text. The most important development in the 

debate has been the exploration of the Government’s own 

determination to crackdown on valuations. Port Books and 

estate rental material exhibit French wine and victual 

consumption by the marginal squires aspired to the gentry. 

This article seeks to use such material to provide culture and 

behaviour more broadly in the shires. A distinctive problem 

emerges from a reading of male viewers who were certainly 

not gentleman scholars. Orphans, widows, and wives caught 

in property disputes may be the fastest growing rural markets. 

Depositions of common skill set boundaries between 

medieval and modern valuations of lands, property, and 

expertise. Approximate forms are discussed using a definition 

of précepte, found in 1350. Evidence suggest that there was 

much common ground between the exact and the 

approximate categories of record; many unamended accounts 

are close to the state found in the official returns. 

Orthographic variation has the potential to throw light on 

scribal practices, on the subsequent evolution and circulation 

of copies in different parts of the kingdom, and on the 

composition and localisation of vernacular texts. However, 

studies of book hands have shied away from the more 

vulnerable, private evidence of orthography. Certain changes 

induced by peripheral positions in the verse line are 

inspected, using a database of the spellings of the formula. 

The forms in five copies of commonly copied poems in 

Middle English are examined and, to a lesser extent, the 

similar forms in the hypothesised scribal idiolect of the poem. 

Methodologies in Manuscript Examination 

Philology is the scholarly discipline of making sense of texts. 

This can be done in two ways: texts that are hard to read 

because they are old, perhaps in a forgotten language, and 

difficult to understand because the few contemporary copies 

of them are incomplete, ambiguous, unknown or incoherent. 

The goal is to create a new definitive text, existed but hidden, 

always knowable in theory, or a critical apparatus for its 

understanding. Relation of such a sort can be found in books, 

in manuscripts and in the oral tradition. 

When a printed book is read, it is theoretically possible to see 

all its copies: each digit or book constitutes a fellation, that is 

a way of citing a variation in blood, and this in turn can be 

used to study its dissemination, to disambiguate it or to make 

sense of its possible evolution. The humanistic philology that 

is now debated requires to magnify such recoverance of lost 

manuscript manuscripts. Although artifactual philology is not 

confined to literary text but it is open to any words, written or 

not - musical, palaeographic, or filmec - there is no much 

room for its artifacts: only the (few) recent scholars who do 

provide every philological problem to be counted. Rather, 

this work will focus on the bounded class of textual literary 

and technical artifacts, such as books, manuscripts, 

palimpsests, fragments and archives. 

Each time a manuscript is copied, or read, or kept, in any 

language, at any time, anywhere, and by anyone, a decision 

is made, imperceptible but irrevocable, which has an impact 

on its subsequent conditions. Small press characters escape 

from their box and may eventually be arranged by some 

metatheurge. Manually copied words are forever bound to 

remain the same, with the same material tool, the same 

technics, the same spoken rule, the same orthography. The 

ineluctable entropy of time, arranged along its three 

dimensions, will bring an end to this individual materiality - 

the abrasion considered here is only one aspect of the 

philogenesis. 

Paleography 

The first step in the historical interpretation of all library 

artifacts and the analysis of their contents is also an 

understanding of the genesis of these objects and manuscript 

research. A prerequisite for this is familiarity with libraries 

and natural handling of these written sources. However, the 

text of the manuscript can be read only when reading the text 

itself (the term “text” is meant as a politextual system built 

with the help of signs, codes, a language structure with a 

specific content). To understand the masculinity on the basis 

of the layout of manuscripts, the system of his budget, 

commas, end marks, abbreviations, etc., genealogical gloves, 

that is, with the characteristics of the images of the letters that 

constitute this text, ink stains, decoration of the text, the 

origin of the pagination (Azmi et al., 2011). This study has 

traditionally been the work of a paleographer. This science of 

the instrument also includes parchment forms, leather 

preparation methods, imitation scanners, notes, etc. It is 

considered characteristic. 

One of the constraints on research on manuscripts on the 

territory of the USSR and CIS is the lack of the necessary 

information about the object (the archive catalog has either 

not yet been compiled or not easily accessible) to date. Not 

skipping the main mistakes, the most important part of the 

information about the source is early. Therefore, at the first 

stage, the manuscript is photographed as much as possible. 

As it is known, there are still different fonts such as sans-serif, 

antique, ribbon, blackface, etc. There are also similar fonts, 

well-known case whirls. When viewing scanned images from 

manuscripts, when a quick and accidental classification of the 

font used is required, and even more so in the case of a font 

that is not widespread in the region, other than the usual, 

visual division of the font is extremely difficult. There is also 
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a shelf of decorated fonts, but the trained eye prefers to 

establish several fonts in un-decorated text. Online services 

have already been created where anyone who is interested can 

download the picture of the trace and then the service will 

identify the font. But these services do not work with 

handwritten texts. To solve this problem, it can be used 

machine learning, as a method of classifying tasks for the 

received font. It is obvious that you want to systematize and 

automate this process and create such a tool that would allow 

an unprepared person with the help of a scanner, or even 

digital camera, used with the minimum necessary equipment, 

as quickly as possible and with high accuracy Define the used 

scribe. To approach the solution of this problem requires 

about 100 manuscripts with the best possible classification of 

their font characteristic features. In turn it involves: on the 

one hand, the possibility of visual representation of the font 

characteristics of the characters and, on the other hand, the 

simplification of classification tasks familiar from the 

machine training with reducing them to a set of characteristic 

features. With a knowledge-based approach involves the 

writing of regular thematic codes and can be given for 

machine training. 

Codicology 

In addition to the historical interpretation involved in the 

transmission of texts, their language, and other intellectual 

content, scholars of library artifacts and manuscripts have 

historically sought to make sense of documents as physical 

objects in a practice called codicology. Since in medieval 

libraries the uses and organization of textual collections were 

governed by their physical form as much as by their 

intellectual contents, scholars studying historical libraries 

have often needed skills in codicology. However, until the 

advent of new technologies in the late 20th century, the 

routine reproduction and dissemination of physical 

descriptions has not been possible for many manuscript 

documents, much less for the numerous artifacts that have 

been lost or destroyed. As data capture and publication have 

shifted into digital forms, however, this new world of 

seemingly overabundant library descriptions and the 

technologies that format them has been slower to adapt. 

Currently digitised digitalised and recently pared raw 

codicological descriptions of manuscript books held in a 

number of libraries. In conjunction with other documents and 

structured query language, this project provided the initial 

impetus to revamp existing descriptions in a manuscript of 

written by subsequently digitalised. A selection of this 

manuscript is introduced below - the most permanent data in 

any manuscript. 

Digital Humanities and Manuscript Studies 

With the involvement of digital humanities, methods of 

informative technology are also increasingly transferred to 

the historical interpretation of the library. International 

digitization projects still generally focus their efforts on 

public libraries. The work with private library collections and 

their historical development is currently mostly neglected by 

librarians as well as by scholars in various disciplines, as can 

be seen from the specialist literature. 

Against this background, it is intended to present the basic 

question of how the philological methods used for printed 

works can be adapted to library artifacts kept in historical 

order and those for manuscript. The approach is to analyze 

the different ways in which three libraries and their historical 

development have been documented, scientifically 

researched and published. In addition, the work also includes 

the representations of the libraries of monasteries and courts 

that were published in the 19th century. Such depictions 

reflect the then state of knowledge of library history and, in 

addition to bibliographic information, also include lists of lost 

libraries and collections as well as biographical and other 

supplementary information. This information is often not 

correct; in individual cases, they can nevertheless form an 

important starting point for libraries whose archiving and 

administration are not sufficiently documented. 

Given the long-established recognition of the utility of digital 

imaging and the data it produces across the scholarship of 

medieval books, especially manuscripts and where it supports 

the training of the bright young research minds of tomorrow 

to engage in the difficult and diligent serious study of 

everything from to. In general the creations of any technical 

wizardry to render, using a term of the 1950s, the codex lean 

and mean, but large and lap-friendly schemes marked explicit 

engagement with codicology and its impactful sister 

disciplinarian, palaeography here. 

Digitization Techniques 

Philological methods are used in the historical interpretation 

of a newly discovered library artifact dating from 1040 CE. 

Methods are proposed, including multispectral imaging, x-

ray radiographic examination, pigment analysis, and a meta-

method for combining results. The collection of manuscript 

fragments used to wrap the binding of a second-hand book. 

Texts from the collection found in Paris establish that the 

texts originate in Fustat (Old Cairo). Musically related texts 

show the networking of North African, Andalusian, and 

North French Jewish communities in the eleventh century. 

The manuscript catalogue of North African scholar Yishaq 

Ben Mar-Semak is reconstructed. Writings dating from after 

1120 CE found in Paris, and can be defined in a new context 

of twelve eleventh-century texts. Thus, texts thought to have 

been European in origin are established as North African. The 

analysis of a new collection of discoveries shows the 

effectiveness of the methodologies, and includes a 

methodological appendix on palaeographical-digital age 

estimation. 

The historical provenance of a newly discovered library 

artifact can be established and insights drawn from a careful 

application of complementary scholarly methods. The artifact 

in question is a collection of 222 manuscript fragments 

recently found in a library. The collection was acquired by 

the library between 1966 and 1977, and was used (according 
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to a manuscript note) to wrap a manuscript bound in 1969. 

The re-discovery of a ‘lost’ collection enables an 

understanding of its contents and, by implication, its use as 

book binding waste. Efforts to comprehend its historical 

meaning by studying its facets - historical, social, functional, 

and textual - may provide results that amount to more than 

the sum of their individual parts. This methodological 

approach may itself be of value as it can yield new insights 

into the prospects and limitations of different research 

techniques that can be applied to library artifacts. Methods 

will be advanced for examining the age, materials, place of 

production and geography of the contents of a collection of 

manuscript waste. 

Data Analysis Tools 

Data Analysis Tools Tools for calculating and evaluating 

some of the basic measures frequently used by HMD. They 

include two tools for word counting, a word-universe 

calculator to assess the number of words in a small portion of 

a text representative of the entire document (a sample text) 

compared to the number of different words in that text. 

Calculated for materials for which unique word counting has 

been performed, a table displaying both the length of the 

sample text and the estimated number of unique words in the 

entire document (Edus), and a segment-word table for raw 

word counting in specific sample texts of lengths not 

previously segmented for word counting. These tools hint at 

the rich quantitative approaches to medieval manuscripts and 

typography enabled by recent advances in digitization and the 

analysis of revealed texts. 

Some possible approaches to the informationally-stripped 

material of the past are demonstrated via a series of case 

studies using a variety of tools developed or popular in the 

digital humanities community. Four categories of tools are 

featured: those facilitating word counting and vocabulary 

analysis, those making metadata useful, those that bring 

discussions of methods into the digital realm, and custom 

tools designed for unique research needs. Each case study 

begins with a research question or a problem of interpretation, 

moves to a discussion of how tools were applied to address 

the question or problem. 

Information resources on the Bible and the body of literature 

on the biblical interpretation are exceedingly vast. This article 

lists a select amount of secondary literature on the historical-

critical and philological methods of interpreting the historical 

books of the Hebrew Bible, commonly accepted to be the 

Former Prophets. It is within the so-called Deuteronomistic 

collection of the Former Prophets that the Bible speaks about 

body parts within the political body of the nation of ancient 

Israel. In addition, the Deuteronomy Law-Code also employs 

medical language as a metaphor for societal aberrations. 

When studying anatomical and medical language in the 

Hebrew Bible it is essential that one uses best philological 

practices to analyze the Hebrew language. Such an approach 

involves a detailed preliminary analysis of the text within 

which the word occurs, as well as a thoughtful analysis of the 

word itself. Everything is taken into account: from the syntax 

in which the word is used, the morphology of the word itself, 

the roots of the word (if it is derived), and possible later 

evolving meanings of the word (Anne Groom, 2000). 

Renaissance Texts 

In the reception of Petrarch’s letter to Dionigi da Borgo San 

Sepolcro, written shortly after the French initial plundering 

of the Archivio Capitolino in the springtime of 1360, 

philology has almost always aided and abetted the 

biographical myth. The document meddling with the myth is 

known as the istoria vera, which was published in the editio 

princeps of Petrarch’s Letters to the Ancient. A good case in 

point is the latest edition of the letters. This mistrust has 

recently grown into a more general concern or critique about 

the reliability of the critical edition itself. Further fuel to this 

debate is furnished by electronic tools that dispute the very 

possibility of maintaining univocal critical norms in editing 

variant texts. Such tools offer a plan for the “digital genetic 

transcription” of texts, conceived as an unaltered 

reproduction, in a linear sequence, of every part of every 

writing event that produced them. 

In the recent philosophical debate on the material text, the 

notion of “definiteness” of a text has been high on the agenda. 

The traditional paradigm of textual criticism conceives it, 

after all, as a critical edition that should approach, as far as 

possible, a single authoritative document representing the 

“original” work. In many cases the text is a hybrid of an open 

source platform – and two critical apparatuses, one 

philological, displaying appropriate features of the witnesses, 

and one interpretative, offering in form of explanatory notes 

historical and biographical materials concerning persons and 

places related to the letter. 

Interdisciplinary Approaches to Library Artifacts 

The enduring and adjustable character of the heritage and 

almost global availability of relevant specialized and 

secondary scholarship makes it particularly depleting, if not 

clearly irrelevant, to argue against the necessity of embedding 

the background within a 15-year scope. A critical account of 

recent strategies of culturally-oriented approaches to library 

artifacts distinguishes universal themes, perspectives, 

methods and sites contributing to the historical interpretation 

practices that rigidly follow – sometimes under different 

disciplinary flagship – antiquarian traditions. Against this 

backdrop, the limitations and margins constituted by the 

philologically-governed disciplinarities of manuscripts 

studies interdisciplinarily assigned to the wider field of 

historical-cultural studies is outlined. Beyond the still 

fundamental reconstruction of textual faithfulness and 

contextual trustfulness, the narrow philological reliance on 

writing, language and mise-en-page is reviewed. Attention to 

“reading” manuscripts and their contents as separate literary 

and/or exoteric texts can often enrich strictly codicological or 

paleographical insights, as especially the renewed 

interrogation on the materiality and (con-)textuality of books, 

documents, and bonds has shown. A fourth part on the 

multimediality of a newly-coined “patrotexts” term may act 
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as an interface with other disciplines or contribute new tools 

to traditional comparatism. In conclusion, the necessity of 

suitably (re-)framed and balanced interdisciplinarity is 

foregrounded and illustrated within an operative 

inclusiveness of both historical sagittal and reversible 

readings of the material ephemerality of manuscripts. 

Collaboration with Historians 

In accordance with the maxim nulla alicubi sine philologia 

(In No Place Without Philology), the discipline of classical 

philology is understood to represent the necessary 

epistemological foundation for all humanistic studies. This is 

true, broadly speaking, to the extent that all consideration of 

texts and their meanings with respect to both synchronic and 

diachronic dimensions falls within the province of the general 

character of philology. But a more narrow or specific 

definition is nevertheless useful. For the purposes of what 

follows, let philology refer here, tout court, to the discipline 

whose proper object is the interpretation of cultural artifacts 

regarded as texts, and whose primary methods include 

traditional editing, the study of classical languages and 

literatures under the sign of the big three representing 

twentieth-century structuralism and post-structuralism—

Saussure, Jakobson, Barthes—and historical criticism. As 

often as not, it will be necessary to be more precise about the 

character of the philological operation in question: the 

building of stemmata, the rooting out of later interpolations, 

the treatment of textual corruption, and so on (Uhlíř & Knoll, 

2009). 

Insights from Art History 

Art historians often study physical objects in libraries, such 

as paintings, sculptures, textiles, ceramics, models, or 

drawings. Alongside iconographic questions, they are also 

interested in material nature and – with paper items – in 

textual contents. There are several termini technici in art 

historical research that refer to devices, objects, or papers no 

longer familiar today even to philologists, librarians, lawyers, 

cultural historians, or social anthropologists. At the end of a 

research project a virtual workshop conference was held. One 

of the participants was Professor Gilly Fürstenberg, a 

distinguished art historian at Würzburg. 

Art historians are indeed researchers in the humanities, while 

the majority of their topics are to be located in libraries. 

However, art history faculties – in addition to specialized 

libraries – run few museums, collections, restored historic 

buildings, or heritage protection boards. Economic 

constraints and staff shortages, as well as limited 

infrastructures, strongly restrict access, notably for students. 

Additionally, art history students tend to devalue knowledge 

acquired in the library, while field and archive research is 

preferred. On the other hand philological departments have 

“no material” in the restricted sense, only “immaterial” texts 

and historically relevant contexts in a broad sense. Libraries, 

databases, and archives are at an even higher density than in 

art history. Art history and philology departments might face 

similar challenges for research in artworks and library 

artifacts (Simane, 2016). 

Challenges in Philological Research 

Philological studies have been often reading a detailed 

analysis or criticism of some publication of a text; according 

to Giambattista Vico and more recently Riccardo Scrivano, 

this term is analogous to the Italian expression filologia 

critica, an expression by which since Romanticism in Italy a 

discipline of rigorously accurate reconstruction of a text has 

been indicated involving the principles and methods of 

textual paleography and none other, needless to say, neither 

nationalistic nor ideological, nor politically deriving 

interpretation. In the first meaning, however rare, to criticize 

remains suffused with the sense of making judgments and is 

therefore occasionally synonymous with evaluation, 

objections and resting the censorious argument, so that the 

implementation of a judgment can be made clear either to the 

mere expression of liking or to the negatory dismissal. 

The endowment of lawsuits, fundamentally indivisible, is an 

undeniable aporia; the extremity remains unresolved, the 

resolution peculiarly recedes; this indeterminateness 

emblematizes the very possibility of critical thought on 

literature, constituting as it were deconstruction’s diaphanous 

matter. But criticism as expose was not the alternative. The 

pharmacological turn in post-structuralist thought proceeds 

now to the hypothetico-deductive modelling of conflicting 

critiques. Commonly, as it were divisibly, criticism is the 

simple pronouncing of judgment. Such disjunctive discourse 

is itself divisible, betraying cryptic polemics within prose 

form. 

Access to Rare Manuscripts 

Access to Rare Manuscripts Once in a Lifetime: The 

Provenance Proof Endowment Program with the Schoenberg 

Database as Matchmaker to Fasten the Verification and 

Exchange of Information required to Prove Provenances back 

to the Year 400 before Having Lost Patience, Patience The 

Provenance: Lost and Provenance: Not Lost! databases are 

two new instruments created on the Schoenberg Database as 

part of the Provenance Proof Endowment Program. The latter 

is a charitable initiative, sponsoring the digitization of 

medieval and Renaissance manuscripts by Les Enluminures, 

as well as other vendors, auction houses, and libraries. The 

images and descriptions of these codices are then uploaded 

freely onto the SDB to enable their traceable and sustainable 

link to dynamic URL. Institutions and individuals in 

possession of, or able to provide, missing pieces and useful 

information corroborating the chain of custody of the new 

material are encouraged to contact the owner of the SDB. 

Preservation Issues 

Library collections receive very varying caregiving all the 

world over. In some countries the governments generously 

provide funds for this. In others they provide practically 
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nothing at all. Much of the mechanistic care that library 

materials require can be undertaken by non-specialists. 

Carefully prepared plans are needed for organizing this work 

for collections in which there are few librarians. Librarians in 

such libraries can nevertheless look after the materials fairly 

well even when such help is unobtainable. Little or no capital 

investment is needed for this care. What is necessary is 

thoughtful care and good administration over a long period of 

time. Broadly speaking the treatment of such collections falls 

into two kinds: the appreciative or historical and literary 

treatment, and the mechanistic care or conservation of library 

materials. The latter is often overlooked by scholars, 

collectors, and administrators of libraries, though perhaps 

now less so than formerly. 

One of the most important problems in caring for library 

materials is temperature and humidity. Discussions and 

arguments on both have been almost continuous for over a 

century. Several standards, however, have now been put 

forward. In general, the aim is to provide a stable, moderate 

environment which is neither too humid nor too dry. Hence 

the rule in the care of all library materials should be dry and 

cool and if dusty, clean. Any considerable change in 

temperature and humidity carries with it dangers far worse 

than the conditions any library is likely to fall into from even 

a relatively long-standing abuse of the rule. Much 

consideration has been given to the enemies of library 

materials. Some of the most discussed, light, vermin, dust, 

air, neglect, and even overhandling, are not actually enemies 

or even quite so harmless as is commonly thought. Light’s 

harmful effects are now thoroughly understood. Good 

bindings will protect library materials from illumination no 

brighter than is comfortable to work or read by. Objects may 

neither be too strong nor too weak – too much light will 

weaken them as if it will destroy pigments and alter paper and 

leather. UV light is far more damaging to all library materials 

than ordinary light, and even to some extent the red end of the 

spectrum is dangerous. This has an important implication for 

exhibition: all colors of the spectrum should be filtered from 

the illuminant by using bulbs giving no more than a ‘neutral 

white’ colour and by the use of glass/plexiglass cases. Rather 

more difficult to avoid damage from is vermin, which can 

entirely devastate library collections. Nonetheless, though 

extreme cases are, fortunately, rare, vermin damage is 

encountered fairly commonly. Old books in particular are 

liable to be infested, as are dried corpses and some mildewed 

paper. 

III. CONCLUSION 

The ancient canons, formulations written in the effort to 

circumscribe what and how poetry ought to be, were, 

themselves, apparently meant to be ephemeral. There must 

have been an implicit understanding that, being constructed 

in absolute terms, they could not possibly suit the infinitely 

variable shapes of specifics. Yet, since the very beginning of 

the literary tradition, what is, after all, just a heuristic 

maneuver, has ranked on a level with sacred injunctions 

(Lollini, 2011). This is true not only for specific literatures, 

exegeses of the canon developed in self-conscious mode, 

reflective regard for a canonical body met with also in other 

traditions through all the History of Literature). 

The oligatory factual aspect of phylogeny viciously 

complicates this situation. On the one hand, “deconstruction” 

(better: reconstruction) of the genesis of the model bodies 

would seem to be able of redacting considerable parts of the 

traditional body ambiguous (most notably, the worst 

egregious facts of most interpretation). Natural as winds 

would be turned over and seen in they shifting, textology has 

always, when seriously conceived well have, played this 

double game. It is tempting to suggest that a well needed state 

of intellectual affairs must be that which combines (without 

amalgamating two laudably specialized but factitiously 

separate operations (text, recases and interpretation). Central 

to such a suggestion, and correlative to the undoubted fact 

that in literary studies it is only in the light of hypothesis that 

a text shows its potential, is a particular conception of 

philology, to eschew the not infrequent misunderstanding of 

which some references may be useful (Salter, 1970). 
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